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ABSTRACT

The civilization of ancient Iraq was one of the original civilizations
which  enriched human thoughts with many achievements
and contributions in various fields of life. The near and far civilizations
had been influenced by the civilization of ancient Iraq one of
the first civilizations in  history. In fact most scholars think that
the Sumerians invented writing as a mean of documenting everything. The
Akkadians, who originally came from the Arabian Peninsula, were the
first to establish the first unified kingdom in the middle and southern parts
of Irag. The other Amoriot communities coming fromthe Arabian
Peninsula as well, including the Babylonians and Assyrians, established
the foundations of civilization which flourished in the second
and first millennia BC. The ancient civilization of Irag possessed many
cultural data that dealt with various religious, economic, political
and literary affairs. The councils, judges were considered asone of
the important achievements made by the ancient Iragis and these were a
model for other people. This is what led us to choose the subject of this
study. These councils had played a major role in ancient Iragi society and
had a leading role in organizing communities in the ancient cities of Irag.
Moreover,  these councils had the  power to influence society

through different eras known in Irag. It was the city councils (puhur

alim) appeared in the early dawn of the Sumerian dynasties and they had
absolute power such as the inauguration of the rulers, as well as foreign
policy and all aspects of city management. And then in later periods the
Council was represented by all kinds of local administration. They
replaced the courts with some judges sometimes with (rabianum) the head
of the town to manage the city at other times. In this study, we

have faced many (diffienties) and thorny questions, including: the issue of
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discrimination between the city and the elders who made up the Council
of Elders City (sibatum)and the old people. We also faced another
difficulty in determining the meaning of the Sumerian word GURUS URU
which was used to refer to the workers as well as the men who were
capable of carrying weapons (warriors) among the freemen.

On the other hand, we found it difficult to distinguish between the
different parts of the city in order to determine the councils of the
residential areas and gates (babtum).Therefore, the present study is
divided into four chapters preceded by a general introduction in which we
dealt with the reasons for the emergence of councils in ancient Irag, as
well asthe concept ofthe Council made clearin the Sumerian
and Akkadian and Arabic languages and we mentioned the sources of our
knowledge of the councils. The first chapter deals with the oldest councils
in ancient Iraq depending on what is stated in religious texts as well as on
what was mentioned in the famous story of (Gilgamesh and Agga). The
second chapter has included the community of gods and their council in
Irag; in its first section we came across the establishment of the
community of gods and we refer to our sources about this topic. The
second section has explained the status of the various godsand its
progression in the council of the gods in ancient Iraq whereas the third
section concentrates on the mechanism of work in these councils. The
third chapter shed light on the different kinds of councils of people and
this chapter is subdivided into four sections. The first one studied city
council (puhur alim); the second one is about the city councils (sibat alim)
whereas the third one tackled the councils of GURUS URU for men and

worriors. The fourth section talked about other councils such as the

Council babtum, the Council of Trade Centre (Council of Karum), the

country council puhur matim and finally councils of different clans as the
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Babylonians and the Amorites and others. As for chapter four, it is divided
into two sections, the first one expounded the membership of the

councils and the second one dealt with the competences of the councils.

Y.



Ministry of Higher Education
University of Mosul
College of Arts

The councils in Ancient lIrag In the
Light of the Cuneiform References

Muath Habash Khedher AL- Abadi

Ph.D. Thesis
In

Ancient Archaeology

Supervised by

Prof. Dr. Amir Suleiman Ibrahim

2012 A.D. 1433 A.-H

AR



Ministry of Higher Education
University of Mosul
College of Arts

The councils in Ancient lIraqg in the
Light of the Cuneiform References

A Thesis Submitted
by
Muath Habash Khedher AL- Abadi

To
The Council of the College of Arts
University of Mosul
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement
For the Ph.D in Ancient Archaeology

Supervised by

Prof. Dr. Amir Suleiman Ibrahim

2012 A.D. 1433 A.H

Yy



